“Home is Where the Family Gathers”
Jones/Fox/Franklin/Young Legacy Statement
Written By: Orlando Jones
Family Historian

Origin:
During the period of 1976-1982, Orlando and his family, who were in the US Army, received an Army Recruiting assignment in East St. Louis, IL.  Orlando, an avid lover of musical equipment, i.e. sound systems, speakers, reel-to-reel, cassettes, and modern-day music, decided that each year he and his brothers and sisters would host a party for mom, “Annie B” Fox. This gathering began as a neighborhood block party for family and friends, but over time it grew into what we now celebrate as our family reunion, but most importantly, Annie B’s Day.  On this day, family members made it a tradition to make their way home from all parts of the United States for this huge community/family reunion celebration.   The celebration started on this day at 10am in the morning and lasted until the early hours of the next day. Most of the food was prepared at the house and friends and neighbors were encouraged to bring “potluck” favorite dishes.   Each year around the 18th of July hundreds of people attended this festive celebration.  The best soul food on this side of the Mississippi would be devoured where eating, dancing, horseshoes, card games, laughing, story sharing, (soft & hard liquor) were consumed.  
Mom and her husband Jessie Fox, Sr, her mother, and most of time all 9 children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, great grandkids, church members, club members, public officials, best friends, schoolteachers, preachers, police officers, morticians and even the homeless, would celebrate “Annie B’s” birthday each year in her backyard at 2142 Missouri, Avenue. “Pollock Town” East St. Louis, IL. Mom and Mr. Fox owned a local pub entitled “Club 49” and dedicated this day as the best day of the calendar year for liquor and soda sales!   Grown up folks drank liquor all day and night (ching ching)! By 9PM on this day our music and laughter could be heard, I am told from 6-7 blocks away. We never got in trouble though, because the community at large and police officers were partying with us at 2142. 
1982-1988 the celebration took a short pause as Orlando, and his family were reassigned to Europe. During this time the annual Family Reunion celebration as we had come to know was placed on hold.   Great News! “Leprechaun” which was Orlando’s DJ name, returned from his assignment in Europe and from 1992-1995 the celebrations revived themself to a once a year, one-day event somewhere between July 13-18.  His new assignment was in San Francisco, CA, however Orlando would plan a visit to come home each year around mom’s birthday, and he would bring his audio equipment, speakers, turn table, records, albums, strobe lights, etc.  and the family members all came together as one. They never missed a beat!  They all mobilized and did their best no matter where they were geographically to descend upon the “Hood.”  Most had their own signature dishes, food type niche for the grilling, softball, horseshoes, talent show host, or photographer for this robust laughter and jubilee filled celebration.  Our festival was so good the family took on a reputation of waking up the dead at a local funeral home ¾ of a block away.  
In 1997 Mom had 3 strokes and therefore the 1997 celebration was cancelled until 1998 when mom moved to Tuscumbia, Alabama in a quest to finally retire, recover and relax.  She settled down in a small apartment with no front or back yard, and the landlord would not even entertain such a jubilant get together.  
Re-emergence:
Hold on, more good news! On Mother’s Day 1998, mom was taken on a joy ride to look at homes. She had not a clue that on this day she would select a home, her dream home, i.e picture windows, dark green grass, big house which had plenty of room inside and out. This new home would come to serve as the resurgence of what would be finally named as the “Jones/Fox/Franklin/Young” family reunion.  
From 1998-2002 our family participation skyrocketed with family members from all four kinships, members that we never knew existed and we immediately invited and welcomed them to the family circle.  Sisters and brothers took the lead with planning activities and agendas for the reunion (lots of meetings involved – to each sibling and their spouse taking a turn doing the planning (lots more games involved). We also evolved from a one-day week reunion to a more manageable 4-day reunion (usually a Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday) with an “open house” period before and after the actual reunion when those who are available would and do spend extra time together. The people we’ve each married have brought forth wonderful ideas from their own families of origin.
A Thriving Legacy:
After mom passed away in January 2002 our family vowed to continue celebrating her birthday and we expanded this gathering to honor graduations, marriages, engagements, military service, courage awards and much more.  To this date, we continue our “Annual Semi-Annual” Family Reunion tradition. 
Since 1998, we have gathered in Columbus, MS., Tuscumbia, AL, Orlando FL, Savannah TN, Clarksville, TN, Cahokia, IL, Aurora, CO, Palm Desert, CA, Woodbridge, VA, Las Vegas, NV, and even PCB, FL. In 2026, our family of more than ninety members will set forward on a five-day cruise to celebrate our first International Family Reunion Celebration on the Islands of the Bahamas Keys.   
Ernest Jones, Jr, & Roslyn – Orlando Jones and Sharron – Rhonda Jones – Karen Jones & Harold Swanson – Virginia Ann White & Leroy - Jessie Fox, Jr & Linda – Godiva Fox-Keaton and Rufus – Darrel Fox
